
Judith Arnold— Statement of Faith  

        In the scriptures, the Apostle Paul states, "Nothing in life or in death can separate 

us from the love of God." Echoed in our Book of Confession, the Brief Statement of 

Faith opens with the words, "In life and in death we belong to God."  It is the power of 

this love known throughout all our lives which brings comfort and hope in the uncertainty 

of life. 

     Throughout time, God has sought a relationship with us; throughout history, we 

have struggled with this relationship. Despite these difficulties, we have never been 

abandoned by God. We see the unfolding story of redemption in God's word, the Bible. 

The Bible unites us. We see our lives through the lens of others, in both their victories 

and their struggles. We relate to their feelings and reactions to life. We join in wonder as 

God's covenant is fulfilled through Christ. The Bible, inspired by God's Spirit, leads us to 

faith. Its power reaches beyond the law, touching the spirit of grace. It is through this 

very gift that we are drawn to God's love. 

      We know God's love through our Lord Jesus Christ. In His humanity, Jesus 

showed the power of love in life, and taught us the cost of love through His death. 

Through His divinity, the Lord lives the mystery of love in the resurrection. We 

experience Christ's love through the inspiration of God's Spirit and the witness of others 

that leads to faith. Responding, we say "yes"  to God. We express this "yes"  through 

loving others, and by offering ourselves as God's instrument of healing. This love 

challenges us to grow as believers, to risk sharing our faith, and to serve in Christ's 

name.  

       As believers, the Lord calls us to worship, both as individuals and as the body of 

Christ. In worship, we express our needs to God, encouraging one another in faith, and 

find strength for life's journey. Worship provides space in which to hear God's word 

proclaimed, and respond in faith. This response is experienced in a profound way 

through the sacraments. Baptism begins our spiritual journey, as we are welcomed into 

the household of faith. In Communion, we celebrate that journey through the Lord's 

presence and forgiveness. Through these sacraments, the mystery of God's kingdom is 

revealed, uniting believers throughout all times and places as together we proclaim, 

"Come, Lord Jesus, come!" 


